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'He's aw-ake and listening to us,' said the old rvoman. 'Sly little
rascal.' She chuckled. 'But royalty has need of slyness. And if
he's reailv the Krvisatz Haderach. . . rvell . . .'

\\'ithin the shadou,s of his bed, Paul held his eyes open to
rnere slits. Trvo bird-bright ovals the eyes of the old r,voman

seemed to expand and glow as they stared into his.

'Sleep w-ell. you sly little rascal,' said the old woman. 'To-
morrow you'lIneed all your faculties to meet my gom jabbar.'

And she \,\,-as gone, pushing his mother out, closing the door
u,ith a solid thump.

Paul lay ar,vake wondering'. tr4hat's a gorn jabbar?

In all the upset during this time of change, the old w-oman was

the strangest thing he had seen.

l our Reuerence.

And the way she called his mother Jessica like a common
sening lvench instead of what she was a Bene Gesserit Lady, a

duke's concubine and mother of the ducal heir.
Is a gom jabbar something of Arrakis I must knoru bqfore we go there? he

rt ondered.
He mouthed her strange words: Gom jabbar . . . Kwisat<

Haderach.

There had been so many thinss to learn. Arrakis w'ould be a
piace so diflerent lrorr Caladan that Paul's mind whirled with
the nelr'knou,'ledge. Arrakis Dune Desert PLaneL

Thufir Hawat, his father's N{aster of Assassins, had explained
it: their mortal enemies, the Harkonnens, had been on Arrakis
eighty years, holding the planet in quasi-fief under a CHOANI
Cornpany contract to mine the geriatric spice, melange. Now
the Harkonnens were leaving to be replaced by the House of
Atreides in fief:complete an apparent victory for the Duke
Leto. Yet, Hawat had said, this appearance contained the
deadliest peril, for the Duke Leto was popular among the Great
Houses of the Landsraad.

'A popular man arouses the jealousy of the powerful,' Hawat
had said.

Arrakis - Dune Desert Planet.

Paul fell asleep to dream of an Arrakeen cavern, silent people
all around him moving in the dim light of glowglobes. It was
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shaded bronze held with a black ribbon at the crown) her oval
lace emotionless and green eyes staring solemnly.

'You're awake,' she said. 'Did you sleep well?'
'Yes.'
He studied the tallness of her, saw the hint of tension in her

shoulders as she chose clothing for him from the closet racks.
Another might have missed the tension, but she had trained him
in the Bene Gesserit Way in the minutiae of observation. She

turned, holding a semiformal jacket for him. It carried the red
Atreides hawk crest above the breast pocket.

'Hurry and dress,' she said. 'Reverend Mother is waiting.'
'I dreamed of her once,'Paul said. 'Who is she?'

'She was my teacher at the Bene Gesserit school. Now, she's

the Emperor's Truthsayer. And Paul . . .' She hesitated. 'You
must tell her about your dreams.'

'I will. Is she the reason lve got Arrakis?'
'We did r'ot get Arrakis.' Jessica flicked dust from a pair of

trousers, hung them nith the jacket on the dressing stand beside
his bed. 'Don't keep Reverend Mother r,vaiting.'

Paul sat up, hugged his knees. '\A/hat's a eom jabbar?'

-\sain. the training she had given him exposed her almost
inr isible hesi.tation, a nen/ous betrayal he felt as fear.

Jessica crossed to the window, flung wide the draperies, stared
across the river orchards toward Mount Svubi. 'You'll learn
about . . . the gom jabbar soon enough,' she said.

He heard the fear in her voice and wondered at it.

Jessica spoke without turning. 'Reverend Mother is waiting in
mr-morning room. Please hurry.'

The Reverend N'Iother Gaius Helen Mohiam sat in a tapestried
chair watching mother and son approach. Windows on each
side of her overlooked the curving southern bend of the river
and the green farmlands of the Atreides family holding, but the
Reverend Mother ignored the view. She was feeling her age this
morning, more than a little petulant. She blamed it on space

travel and association rvith that abominable Spacing Guild and
its secretive ways. But here was a mission that required per-
sonal attention from a Bene Gesserit-with-the-Sight. Even the
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'Remember that you're a duke's son,' Jessica said. She

rvhirled and strode lrom the room in a dry swishing of skirt.
The door closed solidly behind her.

Paul faced tlie old woman, holding anger in check. 'Does one
dismiss the LadyJessica as though she were a serving wench?'

A smile flicked the corners of the wrinkled old mouth. 'The
LadyJessica uas my serwing wench, lad, for fourteen years at
school.' She nodded. 'And a good one, too. Now, ylu corne
here!'

The command rvhipped out at him. Paul found himself'
obeving before he could think about rt. Llsing the Voice on me, he
thought. He stopped at her gesture, standing beside her knees.

'See this,r'she asked. From the folds of her gown, she lifted a

green metal cube about fifteen centimeters one side. She turned
it and Paul san, that one side was open - black and oddly
frightening. No light penetrated that open blackness.

'Put your right hand in the box,' she said.

Fear shot through Paul. He started to back away, but the old
\\,'oman said: 'Is this how you obey your mother?'

He looked up into bird-bright e1,es.

Slorvlv, feeling the compulsions and unable to inhibit them,
Paul put his hand into the box. He felt first a sense of cold as the
blackness closed around his hand, then slick metai against his
fingers and a prickling as though his hand rvere asleep.

A predatorv look filled the old woman's features. She lifted
her right hand away from the box and poised the hand close to
the side of Paul's neck. He saw a glint of metal there and started
to turn toward it.

'Stop!'she snapped.
Lrsing the Voice again!He swung his attention back to her face.

'I hold at your neck the gom jabbar,' she said. 'The gom
jabbar, the high-handed enemy. It's a needle with a drop of
poison on its tip. Ah-ah! Don't pull aw,ay or you'll feel that
poison.'

Paul tried to swallow in a dry throat. He could not take his
attention from the seamed old face, the elistening eyes, the pale
gums around silvery metal teeth that flashed as she spoke.

'A duke's son must know about poisons,' she said. 'It's the way
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voice almost to a whisper. 'You will feel pain in this hand within
the box. Pain. But! Withdraw the hand and I'11 touch your neck
with my gom jabbar the death so swilt it's like the fall of the
headsman's axe. Withdrar,v your hand and the gom jabbar takes

vou. Understand?'
'What's in the box?'
'Pain.'
He felt increased tingling in his hand, pressed his lips tightly

together. How could this be a test? he wondered. The tingling
became an itch.

The old woman said: 'You've heard of animals chewing off a
leg to escape a trap? There's an animal kind of trick. A human
r'r,ould remain in the trap, endure the pain, feigning death that
he might kill the trapper and remove a threat to his kind.'

The itch became the faintest burning. 'Why are you doing
this?'he demanded.

'To determine if you're human. Be silent.'
Paul clenched his left hand into a fist as the burning sensation

increased in the other hand. It mounted slowly: heat upon heat
upon heat . . . upon heat. He felt the fingernails of his free hand
biting the palm. He tried to flex the fingers of the burning hand,
but couldn't move them.

'It burns,' he whispered.
'Silence!'
Pain throbbed up his arm. Sweat stood out on his forehead.

Every fiber cried out to withdraw the hand from the burning
pit . . . but . . . the gom jabbar. Without turning his head, he
tried to move his eyes to see that terrible needle poised beside his
neck. He sensed that he was breathing in gasps, tried to slow his
breaths and couldn't.

Painl
His world emptied of everything except that hand immersed

in agony, the ancient face inches away staring at him.
His lips were so dry he had difEculty separating them.
The burning! The buming!

He thought he could feel skin curling black on that agonized
hand, the flesh crisping and dropping away until only charred
bones remained.
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